SKILL\ TREE

7: The Power of Active Listening

A Lesson on Attention, Understanding, and Building a Competitive Advantage
Through Focused Communication

(]):- Introduction for the Facilitator
v

Active listening is more than hearing words; it's the habit of giving others full attention, understanding their message,
and responding with purpose. In school, at work, and in personal relationships, active listening is often the difference
between missteps and momentum.

This lesson helps learners view active listening as a professional skill that builds their personal competitive
advantage. When learners actively listen, they earn trust, catch details others miss, reduce misunderstandings, and
create stronger relationships in every environment. It’s about being present and curious.

In every context, active listening becomes a powerful advantage that supports personal and career success—
especially in a world full of distractions.

N
(g This lesson is designed for adult learners in college and workforce development who want to grow
their active listening skills. It includes:

¢ Arelatable Scenario to introduce the concept

¢ 8 Guided Group Discussion Questions with follow-up questions

¢ 8 Journal Prompts to dive deeper into why active listening matters
¢ 8 personal Skill-Building Strategies

¢ A printable Action Planner for reflection and application
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7: THE POWER OF ACTIVE LISTENING

(YL
_‘@’_ Scenario: Missed Message, Missed Chance
AV YA

Devon, 29, is an apprentice in a construction management program. During a
morning meeting, his supervisor outlines a series of project updates, safety
expectations, and client feedback. Devon, checking his texts during the briefing,
nods but tunes out.

Later that day, he makes a mistake on-site that could have been avoided had he
caught a key instruction.
His supervisor says, “If you want to lead one day, you have to listen like a leader )
now.”

Devon realizes that listening isn't passive. It's a choice that impacts how people
see him and what opportunities come his way.

@ Guided Group Discussion Questions

1. What'’s the difference between hearing and actively listening?
Follow-up: How can you tell when someone is truly listening?

2. What habits or distractions get in the way of active listening?
Follow-up: How do those show up in your world?

3. Why is active listening a professional skill, not just a social one?
Follow-up: How does it impact your personal competitive advantage?

4, How do you feel when someone gives you their full attention?
Follow-up: What kind of trust does that build?

5. What can go wrong (personally or professionally) when we don’t actively listen?
Follow-up: Have you seen or experienced this before?

6. What does respectful listening look like across different cultures or communication styles?
Follow-up: How can we show we’re engaged without assuming eye contact is always appropriate?

7. What are some body language signals that help show we’re listening, even silently?
Follow-up: Which ones do you feel comfortable using?

8. What’s one situation coming up where active listening will be especially important?
Follow-up: How can you prepare to listen more fully?
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7: THE POWER OF ACTIVE LISTENING

[__%7 Journal Prompts

o N o O w N R

. Think of a time someone listened to you with full attention. How did it impact your confidence?
. When do you struggle most to stay focused during conversations? Why?

. What’s one way you can reduce distractions during important meetings or discussions?

. Describe what active listening looks and feels like for you.

. How do cultural norms, neurodiversity, or communication preferences affect how we listen or express attention?

What’s one habit (like eye contact, body posture, or paraphrasing) that you could strengthen this month?

. Who do you know that models great listening? What can you learn from them?

. How will improving your listening build your personal competitive advantage?

Skill-Building Strategies

o o & W N R
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. Device Down Ritual: When someone speaks, put your phone face-down or in your pocket to show presence.

Body Forward, Open Posture: Lean slightly in, relax your shoulders, and face the speaker to convey focus.

. Reflective Feedback: Summarize what you heard: “So you're saying...” or “If I understand right...”
. Two-Second Pause: Before responding, take a breath to absorb the full message.
. Mental Note Taking: Try repeating a key phrase internally to lock in what was said.

. Cultural Awareness Check: Practice showing respect in ways that align with the speaker’s comfort, such as

eye contact where appropriate or verbal cues like “I'm with you.”

. Distraction Audit: Reflect on where and when distractions most affect your listening. Create simple rituals to

block them.

. Listening Practice Partner: Team up with someone to take turns sharing and reflecting back what you heard.

Practice weekly.
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7: THE POWER OF ACTIVE LISTENING Action Planner
Your Action Plan for Building Focus and Trust

Reflect and Prepare Name:

What Is Active Listening?
Active listening means giving someone your full attention, understanding their message, and responding with
care. It builds trust, reduces mistakes, and strengthens your personal competitive advantage.

Why This Matters to Me
Why is active listening important in your classes, job, training program, or relationships?

My Listening Strengths and Gaps

What I do well:

Where I get distracted:

What I want to change:

Belief Shift

Circle or write a belief that supports stronger listening:
“Listening is a leadership skill”

“Being present builds my advantage.”

“I don’t need to solve—I just need to listen.”

“People remember how we made them feel heard.”
Other:
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7: THE POWER OF ACTIVE LISTENING
Your Action Plan for Building Focus and Trust

Action Planner

Listening Practice + Progress

Name:

My 28-Day Listening Habit
What will you practice to strengthen your listening skills?

When and where will it happen?

How will you track or reflect on it?
(1 Habit log 1 Partner check-in 1 Weekly journaling

Restart Plan
When I zone out or feel distracted, I will:

1 Refocus my body position
1 Take a 2-second breath
1 Use my anchor phrase: “

1 Respectfully ask the speaker to repeat what I missed

Weekly Reflection Prompts
1. When did I listen fully this week?

2. What distracted me and how did I respond?

3. What helped me stay focused or feel more connected?

4, How did my listening impact a class, work shift, or relationship?

28-Day Listening Tracker
Listening habit:

4 N\

Weekl O O OO0 0On0
How did week 1 go? Circle one word:
v Distracted
v Confident

v Present
v Focused

v’ Curious
v Growing

Week3 1 O 00000
How did week 3 go? Circle one word:
v Distracted v/ Curious

v Focused v Confident v Growing
- )

v Present

Week2 01 O 00000
How did week 2 go? Circle one word:
v Distracted
v Confident

v Present
v Focused

v’ Curious
v Growing

%

Week4 1O 00000
How did week 4 go? Circle one word:
v Distracted v/ Curious

v Focused v Confident v Growing
- )

v Present

&
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